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Nature of the Project :

Sangati project is implemented in all the Zilla Parishad Higher Primary schools in the
district Umarkhed, Yawatmal since 2002. This academic year is the third year of the
project. It started with Sangati sessions in the 5™ grade in the year 2002 and has reached
grade 7 in 2004 by way of natural growth.

Awehi has developed Teaching Learning material for adolescent children on various
themes like e.g. Myself, My body and Our Needs, Our Earth; Contemporary Ways of

Life; Human Societies and their structures and so on.

The material is in a way already tested with the students in certain municipal schools in
Mumbai. Based on the experience in Mumbai it has been revised and the final version is
developed. It has been evolved with the view to make children aware of the realities
around them and create a value-added attitude towards them. It also aims at
developing analytical decision-making skills among children. It is directed towards
creating a critical awareness among the students regarding their own life and their

own environment.

The material is basically in the form of
1.Teachers’ manuals

2. Flip Charts , posters, picture cards
3. Worksheets for children

Sangati sessions are conducted twice a week.

The field visit made in September 2004 with a view to assess the effectiveness of the
project, consisted of visits to 12 randomly selected Higher Primary schools, namely,

- Kendrashala Dhanaki where a group of Awehi-trained teachers was available

- Chincholi Sangam . - Krishnapur
- Jewali - Bitergaon
- Vidul - Taroda
- Mulawa - Karanji

- Tiwarang - Akoli - Marsul



Location of the Higher Primary Schools visited in Umarkhed :

(Map : not to scale)

1. Tiwrang

3. Taroda

5. Nageshwadi

7. Umarkhed (BRC)
9. Krishnapur

11. Karanji

13. Jewali

2. Mulawa
4. Marasul
6. Vidul

8. Chincholi
10. Dhanaki

12. Akoli
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Tools used for the assessment :

1. Classroom Observations of Sangati sessions
Observation of the outdoor activities
Discussions with the students in grades 5 to 7
Discussions with the teachers

Discussions with the officials
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Review of the material in the form of written responses preserved with the

children

7 Feedback from the teachers in the form of written impressions at a Gat-sammelan
in Dhanaki

8. Discussions with Awehi staff

9. Review of the material in use

10. Review of the records in various forms kept by Awehi

It was planned to interview some of the parents since they are indirectly involved in the
whole process of Awehi-project by way of giving responses to some of the questions in
the questionnaires. This could not be materialized since at most of the places almost all
the parents were out on wWork. However, a quick look at the participation on their side

could be taken while going through the filled questionnaires.



Observations :

1. Regularity and frequency :

The Awehi sessions are regularly held twice a week, every Tuesday and Friday in most of
the schools with rare exceptions where the trained teacher is working with the morning
shift while the S'h, 6™ and 7™ classes are held in the afternoon session or where there are
only 2 teachers for 3 classes or the trained teacher is out for some other training and so
on. In some schools the sessions were yet to start due to training held in early September
2004.

Teachers who have been trained to conduct sessions in certain classes are given the
responsibility to teach some other class and the regularity of Sangati was not seen in such
schools.

The time allotted for Karyanubhav in the weekly timetable is utilized for the Sangati

sessions. The average time spent for Sangati per week is about two clock hours.

2. Availability and use of the Material

A. Visual material :
All the schools had the material necessary for the sessions which has been provided to
them.

The material provided by Awehi in the form of flip charts is colourful and
durable. The Flipcharts being colourful and large enough for the classroom size are
very attractive. The pictures suitable to the themes are depicted in various styles using
various colour-schemes.

The material is absolutely helpful in expanding the horizons of rural children.

Almost all the teachers who were interviewed, mentioned that children love

to look at the pictures in the flipcharts. The idea of providing the instruction for the






